Phase III trial of oral magnetic particles in MRI of abdomen and pelvis.
A prospective Phase III trial was performed to evaluate the efficacy in clinical practice of a new gastro-intestinal contrast agent, Oral Magnetic Particles (OMP), for use in abdominal and pelvic magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). This was an open study comprising 35 patients each given 800 ml of OMP at a concentration of 0.5 g/l. Distribution of the agent was most reliable in the small bowel. General contrast effect was satisfactory, and image quality and diagnostic confidence were enhanced. Administration of OMP increased diagnostic information in the magnetic resonance (MR) image in 50% of patients. No clinically significant adverse effects were observed. The results confirm in a clinical setting a potential role for this new contrast agent.